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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: data section 406, category nodes 408, property node 410, indexing section 
412, and property node 414. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 -5, 8- 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chasen et al. (Patent No. 6,760,721). 

As to independent claim 1, Chasen et al. teaches: 
A method for displaying metadata (see e.g., col. 1 , lines 40 - 42; i.e., organizing 
metadata located in a database for presentation on a display to a user) of a media file 
(see e.g., col. 3, lines 11 - 13; i.e., the media file corresponds to audio metadata) being 
stored in a memory (see e.g., col. 1 , lines 52 - 53); the memory corresponds to a 
database of a computing device), said media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11-13; i.e., the 
media file corresponds to audio metadata) having a first metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; 
i.e., the first metadata field corresponds to "Master Library" of the audio file) including 
first property data (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", 
"Album", "Genre", "Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" of the audio file), and having a second 
metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second metadata field corresponds to "Playlists" 
of the audio file) including second property data (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second 
property data corresponds to "New Playlist", "Favorites", and "Study Music" of the audio 
file), each property data (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the set of property data associated with 
the audio file corresponds to "Master Library" and "Playlists") defining a property of the 
media file (see e.g., col. 5, lines 20 - 43; i.e., audio program display 110 includes a tree 
window 120 that is used to display a groupings tree 124 and playlist tree 126 associated 
with the audio file), respectively, comprising: identifying a first property category (see 
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e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist") from the first 
metadata field (see e.g., Fig.1 ; first metadata field corresponds to "Master Library" of the 
audio file) of the media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11 - 13; i.e., the media file 
corresponds to audio metadata); parsing (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 8, lines 39-41; i.e., 
parsing the first property data corresponds to GUI 220 allowing a user to expand a 
subtree of the master tree 122 in order to view subtree children) the first property data 
(see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", "Album", "Genre", 
"Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" after a user has expanded "Master Library") included in 
the first metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first metadata field corresponds to 
"Master Library" of the audio file) to identify (see e.g., col. 8, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, 
lines 1 - 6; i.e., identifying corresponds to a user expanding the "Artist" subtree under 
the "Master Library", wherein after expanding the "Artist" subtree, Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff will be displayed) a first property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, 
lines 1 - 6; i.e., the first property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, 
wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a first property) and a second 
property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, lines 1 -6; i.e., the first property 
corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff can be a second property) defined by the first property data (see e.g., 
Fig. 1; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", "Album", "Genre", 
"Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" of the audio file, wherein "Artist" is associated with the 
first property data); and displaying (audio player program display 1 10 - see e.g., audio 
player program display 1 10 is used to display master tree 122, grouping tree 124, 
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playlist tree 126, and subtree children) the identified first property category (see e.g., 
Fig. 1; i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist"), the identified first property • 
(see e.g., col. 9, lines 54-67 and col. 9, lines 1 -6; i.e., the first property corresponds 
to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff 
can be a first property), and the identified second property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 
and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the second property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a second property) 
in hierarchically organized levels (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 1, lines 39 - 50; i.e., 
arranging the metadata query results in a hierarchical representation of the metadata) 
via a graphical user interface (audio player program display 1 10 - see e.g., Fig. 1), 
wherein the identified property category (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the identified property 
category corresponds to the first property category "Artist") is displayed as a first level 
(see e.g., Fig.1; i.e., "Artist", "Album", "Genre", "Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" 
corresponds to the first level) of the hierarchically organized levels (tree window 1 20 - 
see e.g., Fig.1), and wherein the identified first property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54-67 
and col. 9, lines 1 -6; i.e., the first property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a first property) and 
the identified second property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., 
the second property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein 
Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a second property) are displayed as a 
second level (see e.g., col. 8, lines 39-41; i.e., "Artist" subtree can be expanded to 
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display subtree children, such as Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff) of the 
hierarchically organized levels (tree window 120 - see e.g., Fig.1). 

As to dependent claim 2, Chasen et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1 , wherein the identified first property category (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; 
i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist") identifies a genre category, album 
category, or an artist category (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., tree window 120 shows "Artist" 
category, "Album" category, and "Genre" category). 

As to dependent claim 3, Chasen et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1 , wherein the identified first property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 
67 and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the first property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a first property) and 
the identified second property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., 
the second property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein 
Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a second property) each identify a genre 
property, an album property, or an artist property (table window 130 - see e.g., Fig. 1; 
i.e., table window 130 includes a node table 132 displays information about the node 
that is selected in tree window 120, wherein table window 130 identifies "Artist" 
property, "Album" property, and "Genre" property of corresponding nodes). 

As to dependent claim 4, Chasen et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1, wherein parsing property data (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 8, lines 
39 - 41 ; i.e., parsing the first property data corresponds to GUI 220 allowing a user to 
expand a subtree of the master tree 122 in order to view subtree children) includes 
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parsing property data to identify a property delimiter (see e.g., col. 16, lines 23 - 28; i.e., 
the property delimiter corresponds to marking a node with a DIRTY or CLEAN status), 
and wherein the property delimiter separates the identified first property from the 
identified second property (see e.g., col. 16, lines 1 - 22; i.e., if any data in the node has 
changed, the node is set to a DIRTY or CLEAN state, wherein the changes are 
recursively propagated to the sub-nodes). 

As to dependent claim 5, Chasen et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1 further including modifying property data (see e.g., col. 3, lines 
52 - 58; i.e., the user is able to modify metadata in master tree 122) included in the 
metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first metadata field corresponds to "Master 
Library" of the audio file) of the media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11-13; i.e., the media 
file corresponds to audio metadata) to modify the identified property category (see e.g., 
col. 4, lines 65 - 67 and col. 5, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the property category "Genre" 
corresponds to the identified property category), the first identified property, or the 
second identified property (see e.g., col. 4, lines 65 - 67 and col. 5, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the 
user is able to modify or rename the genre grouping from "POP" to "Rock" or other 
subsequent genre groupings) being displayed in the hierarchically organized levels (see 
e.g., Fig.1). 

As to independent claim 8, claim 8 differs from claim 1 only in that claim 8 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22-48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 -48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63 - 67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
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perform the steps of claim 1 . Thus, claim 8 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 1 above. 

As to dependent claim 9, claim 9 differs from claim 2 only in that claim 9 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22-48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 -48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63 - 67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
perform the steps of claim 2. Thus, claim 9 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 2 above. 

As to dependent claim 10, claim 10 differs from claim 3 only in that claim 10 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22-48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 - 48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63 - 67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
perform the steps of claim 3. Thus, claim 10 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 3 above. 

As to dependent claim 1 1 , claim 1 1 differs from claim 4 only in that claim 11 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22-48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 - 48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63 - 67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
perform the steps of claim 4. Thus, claim 1 1 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 4 above. 

As to independent claim 14, Chasen et al teaches: 
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In a computer system (user computer - see e.g., col. 6, lines 49 - 62) having a 
graphical user interface (graphical user interface - see e.g., col. 3, lines 43 - 58) 
including a display (see e.g., col. 8, lines 6-13) and a user interface selection device 
(see e.g., col. 8, lines 6 - 13), a method of displaying metadata (see e.g., col. 1, lines 
40 - 42; i.e., organizing metadata located in a database for presentation on a display to 
a user) of a selected media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11 - 13; i.e., the media file 
corresponds to audio metadata) being stored in a memory (see e.g., col. 1 , lines 52 - 
53) on the display, wherein the media file is selected by a user (see e.g., col. 5, lines 44 
- 51 ) via the interface selection device (see e.g., col. 8, lines 6-13) from one or more 
media files being stored in a media library (media library - see e.g., Fig. 1), said media 
file having a first metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first metadata field 
corresponds to "Master Library" of the audio file) including first property data (see e.g., 
Fig. 1; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", "Album", "Genre", 
"Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" of the audio file), and having a second metadata field 
(see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second metadata field corresponds to "Playlists" of the audio 
file) including second property data (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second property data 
corresponds to "New Playlist", "Favorites", and "Study Music" of the audio file), each 
property data defining a property of the media file (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the properties 
"Artist", "Genre", "Album", "New Playlist", "Favorites", and "Study Music" define the 
properties of the media file), respectively, comprising identifying a first property category 
(see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist") from the first 
metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the first metadata field corresponds to "Master 
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Library" of the audio file) of the media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 11-13; i.e., the media 
file corresponds to audio metadata); parsing (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 8, lines 39 - 41; 
i.e., parsing the first property data corresponds to GUI 220 allowing a user to expand a 
subtree of the master tree 122 in order to view subtree children) the first property data 
(see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", "Album", "Genre", 
"Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" after a user has expanded "Master Library") included in 
the first metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the first metadata field corresponds to 
"Master Library" of the audio file) to identify (see e.g., col. 8, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, 
lines 1 - 6; i.e., identifying corresponds to a user expanding the "Artist" subtree under 
the "Master Library", wherein after expanding the "Artist" subtree, Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff will be displayed) a first property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54-67 and col. 9, 
lines 1 - 6; i.e., the first property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, 
wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a first property) and a second 
property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54-67 and col. 9, lines 1 -6; i.e., the first property 
corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff can be a second property) defined by the first property data (see e.g., 
Fig. 1; i.e., the first property data corresponds to "Artist", "Album", "Genre", 
"Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks" of the audio file, wherein "Artist" is associated with the 
first property data); and displaying (audio player program display 1 10 - see e.g., audio 
player program display 1 10 is used to display master tree 122, grouping tree 124, 
playlist tree 126, and subtree children) the identified first property category (see e.g., 
Fig. 1; i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist"), the identified first property 
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(see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the first property corresponds 
to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff 
can be a first property), and the identified second property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 
and col. 9, lines 1 -6; i.e., the second property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a second property) - 
in hierarchically organized levels (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 1, lines 39 - 50; i.e., 
arranging the metadata query results in a hierarchical representation of the metadata) 
via a graphical user interface (audio player program display 1 10 - see e.g., Fig. 1), 
wherein the identified property category (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the identified property 
category corresponds to the first property category "Artist") is displayed as a first level 
(see e.g., Fig.1; i.e., "Artist", "Album", "Genre", "Genre/Artist", and "All Tracks- 
corresponds to the first level) of the hierarchically organized levels (tree window 120 - 
see e.g., Fig.1), and wherein the identified first property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54-67 
and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., the first property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and 
Rachmaninoff, wherein Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a first property) and 
the identified second property (see e.g., col. 9, lines 54 - 67 and col. 9, lines 1 - 6; i.e., 
the second property corresponds to Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff, wherein 
Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff can be a second property) are displayed as a 
second level (see e.g., col. 8, lines 39-41; i.e., "Artist" subtree can be expanded to 
display subtree children, such as Debussy, Mozart, and Rachmaninoff) of the 
hierarchically organized levels (tree window 120 - see e.g., Fig.1 ). 
As to independent claim 1 5: 
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Claim 15 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 11, and 
are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and , 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 7, 12, 13, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Chasen et al. (Patent No. 6,760,721) in view of Dwek et al. (Patent 

No. 6,248,946). 

As for dependent claim 6, this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 1 as 
previously discussed above. Chasen et al. teaches identifying a second property 
category (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the second property category corresponds to "New 
Playlist") from the second metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second metadata field > 
corresponds to "Playlists" of the audio file) of the media file (see e.g., col. 3, lines 1 1 - 
13; i.e., the media file corresponds to audio metadata), wherein the second property 
category (see e.g., Fig.1; i.e., the second property category corresponds to "New 
Playlist") is different (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the first property category corresponds to 
"Artist", and the second property category corresponds to "New Playlist", wherein both 
categories are different due to different metadata files) from the identified first property 
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category (see e.g., Fig. 1 ; i.e., the first property category corresponds to "Artist"). 
Chasen et al. further teaches parsing (see e.g., Fig. 1 and col. 8, lines 39-41; i.e., 
parsing the first property data corresponds to GUI 220 allowing a user to expand a 
subtree of the master tree 122 in order to view subtree children) the second property 
data (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second property data corresponds to "New Playlist", 
"Favorites", and "Study Music", wherein the user is able to expand the second property 
data to view subtree children, such as "New Playlist", "Favorites", and "Study Music") 
included in the second metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., "New Playlist", "Favorites", 
and "Study Music" are associated with "Playlist", which corresponds to the second 
metadata field) and displaying a third level of the hierarchically organized levels (tree 
window 120 - see e.g., Fig.1), but does not teach identifying a different first property 
different than the first property and a different second property different than the second 
property, and wherein displaying includes displaying the different first property or the 
different second property in a third level of the hierarchically organized levels. Dwek et 
al. teaches identifying a different first property different than the first property (see e.g., 
Fig. 3A and col. 7, lines 32 - 43; i.e., the "CD" node corresponds to the first property 
listed under "Genre" of the first metadata category, wherein the "CD" node listed under 
the metadata category is different from the first) and a different second property 
different than the second property (see e.g., Fig. 3A and col. 7, lines 32 - 43; i.e., the 
second property "Song" in the first "Genre" is different from the second property "Song" 
on the second "Genre"), wherein displaying includes displaying the different first 
property or the different second property in a third level of the hierarchically organized 
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levels (see e.g., Fig.1 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate identifying a second property 
category from the second metadata field of the media file, wherein the second property 
category is different from the identified first property category, and parsing the fields of 
Chasen et al. with identifying a different first property different than the first property and 
a different second property different than the second property wherein displaying 
includes displaying the different first property or the different second property in a third 
level of the hierarchically organized levels of Dwek et al. because the hierarchical 
organization of Dwek et al. allows a list of subgenres to further organize or limit the main 
genre node (see e.g., col. 7, lines 32 - 43). 

As to dependent claim 7, this claim is analyzed with respect to claim 1 as 
previously discussed above. Chasen et al. teaches a second property category (see 
e.g., Fig.1 ; i.e., the second property category corresponds to "New Playlist") associated 
with a second metadata field (see e.g., Fig. 1; i.e., the second metadata field 
corresponds to "Playlists" of the audio file) of a media file (see e.g.,- col. 3, lines 11-13; 
i.e., the media file corresponds to audio metadata), but does note teach the identified 
second property category identifying a genre category, album category, or an artist 
category. Dwek et al teaches a second property category (see e.g., Fig. 3A; i.e., the 
seconf property category corresponds to a second "Genre" node listed in database 
display subpane 354) that identifies a genre category, album category, or an artist 
category (see e.g., Fig. 3A; genre category, artist category, and song category). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to incorporate the second property category associated with a 
second metadata field of a media file of Chasen et al. with the second property category 
identifying a genre category, album category, or an artist category of Dwek et al. 
because the hierarchical organization of Dwek et al. because the hierarchical 
organization of Dwek et al. allows a list of subgenres to further organize or limit the main 1 
genre node (see e.g., col. 7, lines 32 - 43). 

As to dependent claim 12, claim 12 differs from claim 6 only in that claim 12 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22-48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 - 48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63-67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
perform the steps of claim 6. Thus, claim 12 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 6 above. 

As to dependent claim 13, claim 13 differs from claim 7 only in that claim 13 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22 - 48) 
containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 - 48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63-67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
perform the steps of claim 7. Thus, claim 13 is analyzed as previously discussed with , 
respect to claim 7 above. 

As to dependent claim 16, claim 16 differs from claim 6 only in that claim 16 is an 
apparatus claim using a computer-readable medium (see e.g., col. 6, lines 22 - 48) 

* 

containing executable instructions (software instructions - see e.g., col. 6, lines 31 - 48) 
that when executed causes a processor (col. 6, lines 63 - 67, and col. 7, lines 1 - 7) to 
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perform the steps of claim 6. Thus, claim 16 is analyzed as previously discussed with 
respect to claim 6 above. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 7,1 13,454 can be made applicable and 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Matsuoka et al. teaches a file 
structure used to categorize music files into genres, wherein the structured hierarchy 
includes a root directory and corresponding sub-directories associated with a media file/ 
media library. 



Inquiries 
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